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Coalition

Greater Baltimore Wilderness Accord

This Accord is made and entered into by and among the members of the
Greater Baltimore Wilderness Coalition (hereafter referred to as the
Baltimore Wilderness or BW.) The Accord creates a voluntary network of
local, state and federal agencies and independent organizations that share and
support common goals.

Vision
Baltimore Wil‘deirness envisio"hs a future where:

e Accessible mtercennected and healthy ecosystems contribute to economic
vitality, resilience'and quality of life for all of the region’s residents and
visitors;

* Theregion’s working lands, watersheds, open spaces and natural
communities are intentionally protected, restored, enhanced, and managed
for ecological health; and

* Healthy and prosperous communities appreciate and support natural
ecosystems, creating an enduring culture of conservation and stewardship.



Mission

To improve the quality of life for residents and visitors of central Maryland by
identifying, restoring, enhancing and protecting an interconnected network of
lands and waters supporting healthy ecosystems and communities that
benefit people and wildlife.

To achieve this mission, Baltimore Wilderness
programmatic pillars:
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° Equity - As access to nature is unequally available across the region, BW
seeks to connect the region’s increasingly urbanized population with
nature. Local and regional greenways, city parks, restored stream
corridors, urban waterways and trees can reach even into heavily
developed areas and provide connections with green and blue natural
resources.

° Discovery and Engagement - In a world that is increasingly urbanized and
dominated by technology, environmental and outdoor education for



children and adults is even more important. BW must direct the attention
of present and up-and-coming generations to the richness and value of the
natural world so that we will collectively do better as its stewards.

Recitals

WHEREAS, the Greater Baltimore region’s natural resource lands are
permeated by intense urban development making protection and restoration of
contiguous blocks of green infrastructure critical for the regzon s resilience to
climate change, water and air quality and living regpurcef’ ices; and

WHEREAS, Federal, state and local agencies havea cr
protection, conservation, restoration and enhancement of unique ana’ sensztzve
habitats and plant and animal communities; th V\mamtén\ e and improvement
of local soil, water and air quality; the redu ' greenhouse gases; and the
provision of recreational and aesthetic amemtzes to the community; and

WHEREAS, we support the Cheédéeake Bay Program and its signatory partners
to meet the commitments of the New Chesapeake 2014 Watershed Agreement;

WHEREAS, we recognize the value and mutual benefit of aligning governmental
and private partner resources to achieve a common vision that engages
participation of affected individuals.

NOW THEREFORE,



Each Member commits to the following:

o Fostering coordination of support for management and research to achieve
stewardship objectives consistent with constraints of affected agencies or
organizations;

e Improving communication among Coalition members and the public about
shared goals and ideals for environmental stewardship;

e Meeting regularly to identify restoration, management or momtm ing
initiatives of mutual interest in targeted geogr phIC areas;

societal serv1ces

e Maintaining and enhancing ecological, envir tal
ment, restoration and

provided by green infrastructure through m
conservation actions;

> Developing and implementing joint management st
infrastructure when feasible, given avaﬂab ,‘ nancxal and staff resources
and legal authority; “

» Conducting outreach activities to improve aw 'eness and integrate public
and private sensitivity to enmronmentaL ,ﬂ_’sues and

o Defining and adoptmg sustamablhty criteria to guide our strategies,
I he Coah‘aon and communicate benefits to

IN FURTHERANCE OF THESE SHARED VALUES AND COMMITMENTS, it is
mutually agreed ana Mnderstood by and among the parties hereto that,

This Accord reflects a commitment among the parties to work together to
achieve the vision and mission articulated herein. This Accord in no way
obligates or restricts the activity of any party hereto in any way. No Member
shall obligate, or purport to obligate, any other Member with respect to any
matter. Other voluntary policies and practices are described in the Policies
and Procedures document adopted by the Steering Committee.



NOW, IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the following party has executed this Accord as
of the date indicated.

Signature Date

Print name/title

Printed Name of Agency/ Organiﬁézfét\ion




